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     Registration for the Prairie 

Plains nature day camp, Summer 

Orientation About Rivers (SOAR) begins Monday, April 2
nd

 for the pilot program based in Aurora. The 

forms will be available online at prairieplains.org.  The two sessions, both for students presently in grades 3-6, 

will be held on July 9-13 and July 16-20.  This summer’s campers will be enlisted in the “SOAR Corps of 

Discovery,” exploring several natural areas along the Platte, as well as Olson Nature Preserve on the Beaver 

River in Boone County. For more information, contact SOAR Coordinator Jan Whitney, janppri@hamilton.net 

or 402-694-5535. 

     The Big Bend SOAR camp, co-sponsored by Rowe Sanctuary near Gibbon, is June 18-21 and June 25-

28.  Both sessions are open to students presently in grades 2-5.  For more information, contact Big Bend 

SOAR coordinator Jenny Hultquist, rjhultquist@gtmc.net. 

The weed tree/dead wood cleanup continued at the Olson Nature Preserve cottonwood 

grove in February.  The weed trees are mostly boxelder, honeylocust and old ash.  There 

have also been a number of old cottonwoods that have fallen over and become entangled in 

adjacent trees, making the whole area hazardous to 

visitors.   
 

Volunteer work day at ONP: In order to complete the 

cleanup and prepare the area for a prescribed burn, a 

volunteer work day is being planned for Saturday, 

March 31st.  Anyone wishing to participate can come 

to ONP at 10:00 a.m.  Please dress suitably for the 

weather and the tasks, including heavy duty work 

gloves, and bring a lunch.  Firewood will be available 

on a first come, first served basis.   

For more information about the volunteer work day, 

contact Prairie Plains land steward Jeff Gustafson - 

jeffppri@hamilton.net. 
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Spring Migration of migratory 

waterfowl was the focus of the 

February 25th Bader Park 

“earlybird” hike - a great way to 

begin the 2012 tour program.  

At left, photographer Ernie 

Ochsner takes advantage of the 

early morning light along the 

backwaters of the Platte. 

Snow Geese, Bader Park, February 25th.  The darker birds, sometimes called 

Blue Geese, are just a color variant within the species. 

Working along the Beaver River at ONP.  

SOAR 2012 
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Sharing the Mission:  Prairie Plains Director Bill Whitney 

recently had the opportunity to present at two conferences.  

The first, on February 8th, was the Nebraska Weed Control 

Association’s annual conference in North Platte, where he 

spoke about the restoration and management of grasslands.  

Next, on February 10th, was the Healthy Farms & Rural 

Advantage Conference in Nebraska City, a joint conference 

of UNL Extension and the Nebraska Sustainable Agriculture 

Society.  There, he explained more about the Ribbons of Prairie 

initiative for stream corridor restoration.  Both programs were 

well received, with an 

especially good discussion 

following the “Ribbons” 

presentation. 

Prairie Plains Resource Institute 

is an educational land trust  

incorporated in 1980 as a non-

profit, 501(c)(3) tax-exempt 

membership organization based 

in Aurora, Nebraska. 
 

MISSION: 

Maintaining and restoring  

Nebraska ecosystems - 

Creating opportunities for  

education, research,  

stewardship and  

community development. 
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What a difference a tractor can make!  

Thanks to John Deere/Greenline Equipment, we now have the use of this 

John Deere 7200 R tractor and loader with grapple, plus shredder.  In a 

program to assist nonprofits, the company charges only a per hour use 

fee, and allows the equipment to be stored on the property - in this case, 

at Griffith Farm.   

More Wetland Reserve Program  (WRP) 

plantings kept us occupied in February: 

Sarah and Jeff in the midst of our entire 

Central Mesic Forb Mix - 1800 gallons, 184 

species, all destined for WRP sites in central 

and eastern Nebraska. 

Loading up the EZ-Flows in preparation for 

planting 40 acres of wetland in Custer Co. 

Hand seeding part of a 44-acre wetland site 

in Nance Co. 

Mike Bullerman 

Mike Bullerman 

Mike Bullerman 

Mike Bullerman 

THANK YOU to John Deere/Greenline Equipment (see bottom 

of this page); to Alex Briner for greenhouse seedling work; to 

Josh Paschke for tree work at ONP and to Judy Bovill for 

assistance with the last newsletter mailing. 

EVENTS 

  Saturday, March 10th: 

  Guided Earlybird Hike at  

  Griffith Prairie, 7:00 a.m. 
 

  Saturday, March 31st: 

  Volunteer Work Day at ONP; 

  See front page for details. 

Life in the greenhouse:   

Seedlings of over 100 species of 

native prairie plants are thriving.  

Shown here, swamp milkweed 

(Asclepias incarnata) root system 

development.  We are now in the 

process of transplanting seedlings 

from the flats into cone-tainers. 
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